A disaster and an escape

STILL hoping to hold the Hudson, Washington con-
centrated men and artillery in Fort Washington
and Fort Lee, on opposite sides of the river, north of
New York City. But British ships sailed past the Ameri-
can guns at will. Knowledge of British plans was sparse;
a major spy mission failed when Nathan Hale (below)
was seized before he could transmit military secrets. By
November, Washington had almost decided to evacuate
Fort Washington. Before a decision was reached, British
troops, under cover of cannon fire, ferried the Harlem
and overwhelmed the defenders. The surrender of Fort
Washington was a stupendous American loss.

To complete the disaster, the British scaled the New
Jersey Palisades (right) and moved quickly against Fort
Lee. The garrison fled and joined Washington's main
army in its retreat across New Jersey. But they had lost
all their blankets and tents, and winter was setting in.
Yet there was no capitulation. Instead, the hard-pressed
Continentals braced themselves for the conflict ahead.

AN AMERICAN SPY, Nathan Hale gives his life for his
country on September 22,1776. Fully aware of the risk,
he had volunteered for a mission behind enemy lines!

BRITISH ATTACKERS swarm up the Palisades to seize
Fort Lee, New Jersey. This watercolor was made by a
British officer, Thomas Davies, who was an eyewitness.
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